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INaronr and DE SIGN 


OF 


ö HRISTIANXI Tv. 


HE Wiſdom of Mankind has for 
SQ. ſeveral Ages been enquiring into the 
Nature of, Man, and the Nature-of 
the World in which he is placed. 

The Wants and Miſeries of Hu- 

man Nature, and the Vanity of 

+ ward Enjoyments, have made it difficult for the 

wiſeſt Men to tell what Human Happineſs was, or 
wherein it conſiſted. 

Tt has pleaſed the infinite Goodneſs of Gop to ſav 
tisfy our Enquiries, by a Revelation made to the 
World by his Son }zsus CHRIST. | 

This Revelation has laid open the great Secrets of 


* explain'd the preſent State of Things, and given Man 


all the Information that is neceſſary, both to give him 

a4 rs and to lead him lately to everlaſting Hap- 
ineſs 

: It is now only neceſſary that the poor Wiſdom of 

. an do not exalt it ſelf againſt Gop, that we ſuffer 

ih © Eyes to be opened by him that made them, and 
2 bar Lives to be conducted by him, in whom ve live, 
« 1 and have our Being. | 
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Providence from the Creation of the World. It has 
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| fo this Revelation aims at nothing elſe.” 


Good and real Evil; it ſhews us our true Condition, 
both our Greatneſs and Meanneſs, our Happineſs and | 


| his Condition full of Darkneſs and Perplexity ; a reſt. 


aubich paſſeth all Underſtanding. 


- that the Body in which it is placed is its Sepulcher, 


of its true Happineſs. 


r 


t As Happineſs i is the ſole End of all 6 our Labours, ; 


IV. 

E hing: 
rings 
calls 
d be b 
Hembe 
It cr 
tonden 
eads N 
vB 
It pr 
he Di 


It gives us right Notions of ourſelves, of our true ; 


Miſery. 


Before this, Man was a mere Riddle to himſelf; and | 


Jeſs Inhabitant of a miſerable diſordered World, cual. 
ing in a vain Shadiww, and di 1 uieting himſelf in DR, 1 

But this Light has diſpers'd the Anxiety. of his vain 5 ; 
Conjectures. It has brought us acquainted with Gop, 


and by adding Heaven to Earth, and Eternity to E vils, 
Time, has open'd ſuch a glorious View of Things, as Pin 
leads Man, even in this World, to. a e * on Thi 


ea ve u 
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Darkn: 
df it is, 
le parat. 


te Fo] 


III. „Ihe Revelation acquaints us that we ave a 
Spirit within us, which was created after the e 
Image; that this Spirit is no in a fallen Condition, 


where it is enſlaved to fleſhly Thoughts, blinded with 
falſe Notions of Good and Evil, and dead to all Taſte 


It teaches us, that the World in widch we live, is 
alſo in a diſorder'd, irregular, State, and curſed for the | whole 
Sake of Man; that it is no longer the Paradice that 
Gop made it, but the Remains of a drowned World, 


full of Marks of Go p's * and the Sin of 
its Inhabitants. f A State is 
That it is a meer Wilderneſs, a State of Darkneſs, } 1 
Vale of Miſery, where Vice and Madneſs, Dreams pleſſed 
and Shadows, variouſly pleaſe and torment the hort, 1 
miſerable Lives of Men. 1 
Devils alſo, and Evil Spirits have here their Refi. | ſo are 
dence, promoting the Works of Darkneſs, and wan- Divine 
dering up and down, ſeeking whom they may devour. / . As 1 
So that Man, in his natural State, is like a Perſon y nothing 
fick of Variety of Diſeaſes, knowing neither his Di- The 
ſtempers nor his Cure, and incloſed in a Place whereW the Pri 
he can hear, or fee, or feel, or taſte of Og but fallen 
What tends to N his Diſorders, | 


rw. But Chriſtianity puts an End to this State Gf 
E hings, blots out all the Ideas of worldly Wiſdom, | 
rings the World itſelf to Aſhes, and creates all anew, 
| calls Man from an animal Life and earthly. Societies, 


and J d be born again of the Holy Ghoſt, and be made a 
lember of the Kingdom of Gop. 1 
and WF It cruſhes into Nothing the Concerns of this Life, 


Fondemns it as a State of Vanity and Darkneſs, and 


_ 4 ads Man to a Happineſs with Gop in the Realms of 


Ight. 1 ans | - 

4 Ir propoſes the purifying of our Souls, enliven'd with | 
Ke Divine Spirit: It ſets before us new Goods and 
Evils, and forms us to a glorious Participation of the 
Divine Neb! 0 ono £5 20 SO SE 
This is the one End of Chriſtianity. It does not 
eave us to grovel on in the Deſires: of the Fleſh, to 
aſt about for worldly Happineſs, and wander in 
Darkneſs and Exile from-Gop : But the ſole Deſign 

f it is, to lead us from all Thoughts of Reſt here, to 
Separate us from worldly Tempers, to deliver us from 
Ile Folly of our Paſſions, the Slavery of our own Na+ 
Wtures, the Power of evil Spirits, and unite us to God, 
the true Fountain of real Good. This is the mighty 


» 1 Change which Chriſtianity aims at, to reform our 
— whole Natures, renew our Souls in the Image of Gop, 
2 a 


and make them the Inhabitants of Heavenly and Im: 

mortal Bodies. i 

of f v. The Manner by which it changes our whole 
State is equally great and wonderful. 5 


els, I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, ſaith our - 


ams bleſſed Lord, ad Man cometh unto the Father but by me. 
ort, [. As all Things were created by the Son of Gop, and 
| 33 without him was not any Thing made that avas made, 
eſi- IF fo are all Things redeemed and reſtored by the ſame 
an- Divine Perſon." _ „„ 
dur. As nothing could come into Being without him, ſo 
ſon nothing can enter into a State of Ha ppineſs but by him. 
: The Dignity of this Redemption at once confounds 


ere W the Pride, and relieves the Miſery of Man. How I 


but fallen muſt he be from God, that ſhould need ſo great 
a Mediator! And, on the other Hand, how tall of 
4 1 6 i 4% | | Comfort 
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Comfort i is the Thought that ſo kigk a Method, fol 


à State of Peace and Favour with Gon! 


Corruption of human Nature, and its new Birth in 


ry is built, forbidding only ſuch Things as faſten us 


| 10 1 the good F ight of Faith, and -lay hold on Eter- | 
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ſtupendous a Means, ſhould be taken to reſtore him to 


VI. This is the true Point of View, in which every] 
Chriſtian is to behold himſelf. He is to overlook the 
Poor Projects of this Life, and conſider himſelf as a 
Creature, thro” his natural Corruption falling into a 
State of endleſs Mifery ; but by the Mercy of Go 
redeem'd to a Condition of everlaſting Happineſs. 

All the Precepts and Doctrines of the Goſpel are 

founded on theſe two great Truths, the 1 


Cu x18 r JEsus. 


The one includes all the Miſery, the othe all the þ 
Happineſs of Man. 1 


It is on theſe, that the whole Frame of Chriſtiani- q 


to the Diſorders of Sin; and commanding only thoſe Du- this g1 
ties which lead us into the Liberty of the Sons of Gop. The C 

So that if we think and act as Chriſtians, we act Int Stat 
ſuitably to theſe Terms: of our Condition, fearing and Avis, * 


avoiding all the Motions of our corrupted Nature, che- ns, a. 


riſning the Seeret Inſpirations of the Holy Spirit, o- In G. 


pening ag our Minds for the Reception of the Divine 3 es 
ight, and prefling after all the Perfections of our new | ; CHR 
Din. World, 
All Chriſtians are continually to behave: themſelves 25 2 
conformable to this double Capacity. We are to Fear We Beg 
and Watch and Pray, like Men that are always on Preatio 


ö the Brink of Eternal Death: And to believe and hope, | I Iny Fa 


labour and afpire, like Chriſtians that are called to Put ho 


al Life. Chr 
| VII. This Knowledge of ourſelves makes Human Frated 


Life a State of infinite Importance placed upon ſo | Pf his 


dreadful a Point betwixt two ſuch Extremities. Motioi 
well might our Saviour ſay to one that begg'd firſt | 
to go and bury his Father, Follogu me, and let the Dead | 
bury their Dead. 
For what is all the Buſtle and Hurry of che World | 
et 8 and its greateſt Agents but dead Men, | 
4A 3 when 


8 b 


q 171 


fol n compared with that real Lie to which the Fol | 
1 to vers of Chriſt are redeemed ? LE 
2 Had we been made only for this World, werldly 


ery Wiſdom had been our higheſt Wiſdom; but ſeeing we 

the > redeemed to an intirely contrary State, nen 5 
s a Fiſdom is now our greateſt Fooliſhneſs. | | 
o a Wit is now our only Wiſdom, to underftand.c our mew ; 
op Mate, and conduct ourſelves: by the Principles of our f 
emption. | 
are VIII. The Nature of our Chriſtian Calling is of 
ble Wat Concern, as to deſerve all our Thoughts, and is 
in Ideed only to be perceived by great Scriouineſs. and 


Mtention of Mind. 

The Chriſtian State is an-inviſible Life i in the Spirit 
of ho. ſapported not by ſenſible Goods, but the. ſpi- 
„nal. Graces of Faith and Hope: 80 chat Man buſied 


” — 1 2 
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o/ unſeen, how unfelt is all this! 

Cuxlsr 7s the Lamb ſlain from the Feendation of ihe | 
World, the true Light that -lighteth every 'Man- that NF 
mech into the World. He is the Alpha and Omega, | 
e Beginning and End of all Things. The whole 


us Earthly Cares and Enjoyments, perceives - "One i 
Du- this great and Heavenly Calling. | ] 
>. The Changes which Chriſtianity maketh in the pre: 
act Int State of Things, are all inviſible: Its Goods and } 
ind vils, which are t e only true Standards of our A&. | 
he- ons, are not ſubject to th Knowledge of our Senſes, 
o- In Gop ave live aud move and hade o Bar: but 


on Preation ſubfiſts in him and by him. No Perſon is in 

pe, ny Favour. with Gop, but by this great Mediator. ; 
15 B But how invilidle, how unlæne wn to all our Senſes i — 
er- Fhis State of Things! b 


| | Chriſtians am Temples of the Holy Ghoſt; conſe. - | 
Frated to Gop, Members of CHRIS T's myſtical Body, | 
pf his Fleſh and his Bones, receiving Life, Spirit and J 
Motion, from him our Head. | 


rſt 2 But our Senſes ſee no farther than our Parents and | | 
ad Kindred according to the Fleſh, and fix aur Hearts | 


Fo earthly Friendſhips and Relations. Well chen may @ | 
This Life be r a State of Darkneſs, fince it thus 
Flouds and covers all the true Appearances of Things, 


E * 0 "0 


2 


dom of Heaven. In vain do we conſider the Beauty 
and Strength of our Bodies, our Alliances with Men, 


neſs, when we ſee a breathleſs Carcaſe lying in State, 


looks like ridiculing the Miſery of our, Nature. But W 


the Splendor of the World, would give us no higher 


Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, is 


Ind keeps. our Minds inſenfible and unaffected wi | 
Matters of ſuch infinite Moment.  M.;;: 
IX. Wou'd we therefore know ;our true Condition 
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we muſt ſearch after @ Liſè that is hid with Cur 1s. 


in Gop.,. We muſt conſider - ourſelves as Parts d 
Car 15T's myſtical Body, and as Members of the King. 


and the Diſtinctions of this World; for theſe Thing | 
4 5 I 8 1 * 72 f 5 j 0 7 p ; 5 ">" a8 8 
no more conſtitute the State of human Life, than rid V 
Coins or beautiful Monuments conſtitute the State of . 


We juſtly pity the laſt poor Efforts of human Great. 
It appears fo far from any real Honour, that it rathor WY. 


were Religion to form our J udgments, the Life of a 
proud, voluptuous, ſenſual Man, tho” ſhining in all 


an Idea of human Dignity, than a poor Corps laid in . 
For a Sinner, when glorying in the Luſt of the NI. 


a more ſhocking Sight of Miſery ridicul'd, than any 
Pageantry that can expoſe the Dead. 
Ry * We have an Apoſtle's Authority to ſay, that K. ©; 
he who liveth in Pleaſure is dead while he lIiveth» | 
„This ſhews us, that when we enquire, what our r. 
Life is, we, muſt think of ſomething higher than the ©; 
Vigour of our Blood, the Gaity of our Spirits, or the Þ - 
Enjoyment of ſenſual Pleaſures : Since theſe, tho the 
allowed Signs of living Men, are oſten undeniable F' 
Proofs of dead Chriſtianns. Pig 
When therefore we would truly know what our Life Ne Wa 
or Happineſs is, we miſt look at nothing that is ſen- f © 
ſible or temporal. We may as well dig in the Earth * 0 
for Wiſdom, as look at Fleſh and Blood to ſee What He 
we are, or at worldly Enjoyments to find what we Tera 
want, or at temporal Evils, to ſee. what we have to g 3 
fear. 13 12 | | | 
| 7 Hur X I N 
this 
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with Our bled s. Saviour put an « abſolate End to all En- 
iries of this Kind when he faid, Be not. afraid of 
bem that kill the- Body, and after . that have no more 
at they can 4. 


tion“ | 
2 1814 


Here our Bodies and all bodily en are at 
ing e Daſh ſtruck out of the Account of Happineſs; and 
= he preſent State of Things made ſo very low and in- 


Nnificant, that he who can only deprive us of them, 
as not Power enough to deſerve our Fear. 

We muſt therefore, if we wou'd conceive our trus 
ate, our real Good and Evil, look farther than 
P'eeſe dim Eyes 6f Fleſh can carry our Views. We 
reat. 'Wult, with the Eyes of Faith, penetrate into the invi- 
tate, pie World, the World of Spirits, and conſider our Or- 


ning 
rich 
de of} 


0 er and Condition among them; a World which, as 
. . 1 Wt. John ſpeaks, hath no Need of the Sun, neither of 


be Moon, to ſhine in it; for the Glory , Go doth 
ghten it, and the Lamb is the Light thereof. Fot it 
"there, among eternal Beings, that we muſt take an 
ernal Fellowſhip, or fall into a TA NT of Dark- 
is and-everfaſting Miſery. - 
XI. Chriſtianit) is ſo Wie in its Ends, ſo exten 
e in its Views, that it has no leſs Subjects than theſe 
an) Þ entertain our Thoughts. 
oO It buries our Bodies, burns the preſent World, tri. 
Inphs over Death by a general Neſurrection, and o- 
ens All into an eternal State. 


n all 
igher 
1 5 in x 


a It never conſiders us in any other Reſpect than as 
hell illen Spirits,” it diſregards worldly Diſtinctions, and 
” thel opoſes nothitig to our Fears but eternal Miſery, no- 


able Fee our Hopes but an endleſf Enjoyment of Gd p. 
is is the great important Condition in Which 
: Li fel Ehriſtianity has placed us, above our Bodies, above 
e World, aboye Death, to be preſent at the Diffo- 
"Jar tion of all Things, to fee the Earth in Flames, and 
e Heavens wrapt up like a Scroll, to ſtand at the 
Eneral Reſurrection, to appear at the univerſal Judg- 
Went, and to live forever, when all that our Eyes have 
en is paſſed away and gone. 
XII Take therefore upon thee a Tunes ſuitable 
this Greatneſs of "Ou e ns Remember that 
than. 
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to try, whether thou ſhalt be ever happy with Gov, 


neſs in this World. Thou wilt ſee every Order o 


But when thou ſeeſt this, fancy thou ſaweſt all the 


gar no longer begging, but every Man ſleeping out « 


thee, all is but ſeping and dreaming: And what u® 


Prince, when thou ſhouldſt be redeeming thyſelf from 
Slavery. ; | 


S * 


thou art an eternal Spirit, that thou art but for a fen 37 
Months or Years in a State of Fleſh and Blood, on) vor if; 
Fial is f 

; nne ke 2 here tl 
Thou wilt hear of other Concerns and other Great. welt a 


e to ou 


or for ever miſerable with the Devil. 


. - * 


Men, every Family, every Perſon purſuing ſome fan. i, Iv 
cied Happineſs, as if the World had not only Happi j a” 
neſs, but a particular Kind of Happineſs forall its In y 


Woney in 
We ſee 
0 . Fance t 
World aſleep, the Prince ng longer a Prince, the Bey. hd wh: 


his proper State; ſome happy, others tormented, and poor. 
all changing their Condition, as faſt as one fooliſi Malk the 
Dream could ſucceed another. | 0 
When thou haſt ſeen this, if thou wilt, thou mayt ſz Shoes 
go to ſleep too, thou mayſt lie down and dream. And ing ſe 


this is all; for be as happy as the World can make ling ar 


hou 
oms, 2 
p thee 
help 
XV. I 
nkind 


habitants. 


{till worſe, it is like ſleeping in a Ship, when thoug 
ſhouldit be pumping for Lite, or dreaming thou art 21 


XIII. This is no imaginary Flight of a melancholyy 
Fancy, but the real Nature of Fhings. _ t Worl« 
For if thou art that immortal Nature, that fallen It ſoon 
Spirit which Religion teaches us; if thou art to meet eſs, bu 
Death, Reſurrection and Judgment, as the Forerun- f thou 
ners of an eternal State; what are all the little Flaſheyit thou 
of Pleaſure, the changing Appearances of worldly Hapalſh heav. 
pineſs, but ſo many Sorts of Dreams? | Wn of! 
How canſt thou talk of the Advantages of FortunethiSe grea 
the Pleaſures of Food or Apparel, without being in Mrhief ir 
m_—_ oo So. .,__ Wings ot 
Is the Beggar aſleep, when he fancies he is buildingWreſs. 
himſelf fine Houſes ? Is the Pr#/onerina Dream, when Do but 
he imagines himſelf in open Fields and fine Groves Ne know 
And canft thou think thy immortal Spirit is awake Is | 
while it is delighting itſelf inthe Shadows and Bubblewt ſee th 
of worldly e . | 5 Weverlaſl 


1 N E % ve 5 858 
nl or if it be true, that Man is upon his Trial, if the 


op, ab is for Eternity, if Life is but a Vapouf, what 


here that deſerves a ſerious Thought, but how to 
ay 9 of the World, and make it a right Paſ- 
ee to our eternal State? „ 
fan. NIV. It is the Manner of ſome Countries, in the 
fr rial of their Dead, to put a Staff and Shoes and 
"Money in the Sepulchre along with the Corp. 
5 We ſee the Folly and Ignorance of ſuch a poor Con- 
they 


Fance to afliſt the Dead: But if we did but under- 
SL Wd what is Life, we ſhould 4 much Folly in 
it o Contrivances to aſſiſt the Living. 2 
and Per r »ple labour after, 


For how many Things do People 
Weak their Reſt and Peace to get, which yet when 
ten are of juſt as much real Uſe to them, as a Staff 

shoes to a Corps under Ground? They are always 
ning ſomething to their Life, which is only like 
ike ning another Pair of Shoes to a Body in the Graye- 


it h FT hou mayſt hire more Servants, new paint thy 
thouſhoms, and put on richer Apparel: And theſe will 
art 2p thee to be happy, as golden Staves or painted Shoes 
rom l help a dead Man to walk. DID 


„ . If thou remembreſt, that the whole Race of IG 
holy nkind are a Race of fallen Spirits, that paſs thro? 


World, as an Arrow paſſeth thro' the Air; thou 


allen aſſt ſoon perceive, that there is no Wiſdom or Hap- 
me<nameſs, but in getting away to the beſt Advantage. 
_ We thou remembreſt, that this Life is but a Vapour, 
aſhe 


Wt thou art in the Body, only to be holy, humble 
heavenly- minded; that thou ſtandeſt upon the 
nk of Death, Reſurrection and Judgment, and that 
tunetogſe great Things will ſuddenly come upon thee like 
in WT hief in the Night; thou wilt ſee a Vanity in the. 
Pings of this World, greater than any Words can 
Preſs. 1 | So 417 
Vo but therefore know thyſelf as Religion hath made 
We known; do but ſee thyſelf in the Light which 
Neis has brought into the World, and then thou 
Wnt {ce that nothing concerns thee, but what concerns 
everlaſting Spirit that is going to Gop; and that 
e are no Enjoy ments here that are worth a Thought, 
500 — but 
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but ſuch as may adorn thee with that H olineſs, with] 
out which no Man ſhall fee the Lord. | 


this World will be conſumed with Fire, as having uo 
Itſelf with its laſting Eſtabliſhments in a World doomel 


as its old Inhabitants were got ſafe out, we ſhould ſer 


| the Sons 7 Gop; which Were e not +4 Blood, nor of 


a 


e Will 
OD. 
E Theſ 
Bplies 
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us into ; 
ty is: 
_ 


XVI. This is the End of Chriſtianity. It is not: 
School for the teaching of moral Virtue. It is deep 
and more divine in its Deſigns: It implies an entin 
Change of Heart, a full Dedication of ee ou 
Souls and Bodies, unto Gon. 

Our bleſſed Saviour came into the World, not 10 
make any Compoſition with it, but to put an End 1 


the Deſigns of. Fleſh and Blood, and to ſhew us, u. Wet 

muſt either renounce this World to become Sons d Life, 
| Gov, or by enjoying it, take -our Portion on fs 
damned Spirits. ig? Wed C 


Chriſtianity is a State of Things that wholly rega 14, WT his 


Eternity : It knows of no other Goods and Evils, bu Priſtia 


our 8 
> ſure 
XVI 
ew Li 
to be 
VL, 
com 
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bildrei 


vil, 


ſuch as relate to another Life. - 
It is a Kingdom: of Heaven that. . no nu late 

reſts i in this World, than as it takes its Members out 

of it: And when the Number of the Elect is compleat 


other Reaſon for its Exiſtence, than the furniſhing# 
Members for. that bleſſed Society, which is to laſt for! 
ever. L 
I cannot here omit obſerving the Folly of humaY 
Wiſdom, which, full of imaginary. Projects, 1 


io Beſlruction, and which is to laſt no longer than e 
a ſufficient Number are redeem'd out of it. A 

Did we ſee a Number of Animals haftening to ak 
up their Apartments, and contending for the bet Y 
Places, in a Building that was to be beat down as ſoon 


a Contention full as Wile as the Wiſdom of worldly 
Ambition. 

XVII. That Chriſtianity requires a Change of Nag 
ture, is plain from the whole T'enor of the Goſpel. * 

The Saviour of the World faith, that except a Ma 
be born again of Water and the Spirit, He cannot entei 
into the 13 of Gop. We are told, that 7 4% 
many as received bim, to them he gave Power to becom 


; - #60 
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Mill of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, bat of. 


with. 
not e. . * 
eepe Theſe Words plainly teach us, that Chriſtianit7 
entin plies an entire Change of Nature; that as our Birth 

on is to us the Beginning of a new Life, and brought 
into a Society of earthly Enjoyments, fo Chriſtia- 
ty is another Birth, that brings us into a Condition 
together as new as when we firſt ſaw the Light. 

We begin again to be, we enter upon freſn Terms 
Life, have new Tempers, new Hopes, and Fears, 
d an entire Change of every Thing that can be 


ot tf 
nd to 
„ V 
ns 0 . 


g 9 led Good or Evil. 


gard This New Birth is the very Eſſenee and Soul of 
' Qriſtianity ; it is the Seal of the Promiſes, the Mark 


h « our Sonſhip, the Earneſt of our Inheritance, and 
late ME fure Proof of our Acceptance with Goo. 


i XVIII. If we would know, what a Change our 

Mea We Life in Cur 15sT implies, let us conſic ec what it 

bete be born of Gos. | 

5 J poſbever is born of Gor, faith the Aroſtle, doth 

ft * commit Sin. For his Seed remaineth in hin; ard 
cannot fin, becauſe he is born of Gon. Ia this the 

TOE | bildren of Gov. are manifeft, and the Child: en of de 


pleaſe vil. And again, Ve know, that whoſoeviy is born 


or 2 not, but. he that is begotten f Gon 
=_ Pperß himſelf, and the wicked One toucheth him not. 


Mohn iii. 9, 10. v. 18. 1 
The ſame Apoſtle tells us, I boſewer is born of 


1 * 9 O , over cometh the World. He 'overcometh all | 
48 .o erldly Deſires and worldly Fears. He is crucified |: 
114 ſec o the World, and the World crucified unto him. 


is dead to the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 
Me, and the Pride of Life. And he feareth net them 


of Na t can kill the Body, and after that have nothing 
ſpel. Ir char he cin do.. „ 
4 Mai We muſt therefore examine into the State of our 
ag inds, and ſee whether we are thus changed in our 
—__ thus born again : Whether we are fo ſpiritu- 
x as to have overcome the World; fo holy, as that. 


Cannot commit Sin; ſince it is the undeniable Doc- 
| | TE _ triae , 
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ſelf. Lowe your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which de- 


Spitefully uſe you and perſecute you; that ye may be the 
Children . your Father which is in Heaven, Matth. v. 


Well may a Chriſtian be ſaid to be a new Creature, 


' fince without ſuch a Diſpoſition as this, we cannot be 


Chriſtians, or Children of our F ather which is in 
Heaven. 


It is not therefore enough to "FRE our Friends, Be- 
nefactors and Relations, 1 
we love like Gop: We have an univerſal Love, a 


Tenderneſs for all Mankind, 
which would that a// Men ſoruld be ſaved. 

God is Live: And: as he aubo davelleth in foes, 
dauelleth in Gop, ſo he who dwelleth not in Love, 
dwelleth not in Gop.” 


It is impoſſible to be a true Chriſtian, and an E— 


nemy at the ſame Time. 


Mankind hath no Enemy but the Devil ; and thoſe 4 


who are of the ſame Spirit. 


| XX. There is perhaps no Duty more contrary to 
Fleſh and Blood than this. 

are born of Gov. 

For take but away earthly Goods ab Evils, and 


But it is eaſy to thoſe who 


you take away all Hatred and Malice. 
the only Cauſes of thoſe baſe Tempers. 
He therefore that hath overcome the World, hath o- 


vercome all the Occafions of Envy and ill Nature, and 
can pity, pray for and forgive all his Enemies, who 
want leſs Forgiveneſs from him than he has received 
from his Heavenly Father., | 


One of Scripture, that this New Birth is as te | 
to Salvation, as the believing in Jesus Cur tsr. 2 
XIX. We have ſeen two Marks of thoſe that are 


born of GOD. A third is given us by CRS T Him- 


but if we are born of Gop, 


imitating that Love 'Y 


For they are 
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us here a While contemplate the Height and e 

Depth of Chriſtian Holineſs, and that Godlike Spirit laxim 

Which it implies! And this alone might convince us, = In 

that to be Chriſtians, we muſt be born again; . I the 
x " muſt 7 


— covordl „ 


e in our Souls, bit that of being like Gon, _ 
And till we rejoice and delight only in Gop, we 
Ennot have this Love to our Fellow Creatures. 
We may therefore learn from this, as well as from 
nat was obſerved before, that Chriſtianity does not: 


voted to Gor. YES» Tx ve i 
XXI. The ſame Doctrine is farther taught by our 
"Mcfled Saviour, when ſpeaking of little Children, he 
With, Suffer them to come unto me ; for of ſuch is the 
irgdom of Gov. Luke xviii. 17. 
If we are not reſolved to deceive ourſelves, if we 
ve not Eyes that ſee not, and Ears that hear not, 
e muſt perceive that theſe Words imply ſome mighty 


Aud in this Sen ne a I 
Fhildren, to be as tho' we had every Thing to learn, 


N 1 4 a x 
> 
* — 


uft ſo change our very Natures, as to: have no De. 


nſiſt in doing no Harm, nor in doing Goood (as it 
called) nor yet in any particular moral Virtues, as 
me idly ſuppoſe : But in an intire Change of our 
carts, of all our natural Tempers, and a Life wholly _ 


* 


ange in our Nature. 


9 | Nowtthe peculiar Condition of Infants is ſuch, that 


they have every Thing to learn, they are to be taught 


others, what they are to hope and fear, and where- 


their proper Happineſs conſiſts. 
8 firſt are we 


to become as little 


nd ſuffer ourſelves to be taught what we are to chuſe, 
and what we are to avoid ; to pretend to no Wiſdom.” 


ably Way of purſuing that only Happineſs, which 
Tov in CHR15sT propoſes to us; and to accept it with. 
ch Simplicity of Mind, as little Children who have 


dthing of their own to oppoſe to it. 


XXI. But now, is this infant Temper thus eſſential - 
6 Chriſtianity ?. Does the Kingdom of God. conſiſt 
ly of thoſe that have it? This then is another un- 
niable Proof, that Chriſtianity implies a nexv Nature: 
Inch as having renoanced the Prejudices of Life, the 
axims of human Wiſdom, gives itſelf with a Child- 
e Submiſſion and Simplicity, to be entirely govern'd 
the DoCtrines and Spirit of CRISr. 8 
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Craft and policy, felfiſh Connie, proud Abilities, 4 


and vain Endowments, have no Admittance into this 7 


holy State of Society with CuxrIsT in Gop. 


| The Wiſdom of this World, the Intrigues of Life, 1 riet 
the Deſigns of Greatneſs and Ambition, lead to another 


Kingdom. He that follows CHR 1sT muſt be emptiedſ 
of this vain Furniture, and put on the meek Orna- 
ment of infant and undeſigning Simplicity. 

Where is the Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe? Where is 


the Diſputer of this World? Hath not Gop made for 3 dpiri 


liſb the L. dom of this World ? | b 

If we will partake of the Wiſdom of Gov, we muſt AJ 
judge of this World and its moſt boaſted Gifts, as the * 
Wifdom of Gop judgeth of them; we maſt deem 


them Fooliſhneſs, and with undivided Hearts labour i 
after one Wiſdom, one Happineſs, in being entirely © 


devoted to Gov. 4 
XXII. This Gompariſon of Chriſtians to little Chil- 4 


dren, may alſo remind us of a certain Simplicity of 1 KA 
Behaviour, which is always the Effect of a Heart tru- 
ly and entirely devoted to Gop. 


As worldly Men are therefore reſerved, artful and 
deceitful, becauſe they have many and ſecret Ends to 
bring about ; fo they whoſe Heart is wholly devoted 
to Gop, being wholly taken up with one great De- 
fign, and having no little Succeſfes that they labour 

ar, have no Need of Artifice or Diſguiſe ; and ſo 
are naturally open, fimple and undeſigning i in all the 
Affairs of Life. 
XXIII. From all cheſe Conſiderations it appears, 
that Chriſtianity implies a zeww A; and a Life en- 
tirely devoted to Gop. 

| Now if this be Sine, i may ſerve to inſtru 
two Sorts of People. 


Firſt, Thoſe who are content with.an Outward Re- 1 


ligion ; ; thoſe whoſe Chriſtianity lies only in an Out- 
ward Decency and Regularity of Liſe. | 
I don't mean, Thoſe that are Inſincere or Hyps- 


critical: But all thoſe who are content with Outward: 
Religion : All who are content with any Thing ſhors 


of 


mat Inward Holineſs, the Newneſs 


Tri. A ler, Fee may de (whit you cal 
Fbaritable and Temperate : But to make theſe, Parts 
If Chriſtianity, they muſt proceed from a Heart truly 
Furned to God, that is f 


& Chriſtian 


one in the ſame 
Fe wou'd profit us notbing. 


— 
BY 


— 
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wed \ 


of 


writ which the Goſpel deſcribes. rages. 


1 


They thou'd conſider, that Charity, Chaſtity, So- 


practiſed without Chriſti- 


5 all of an infant Simplicit . 
Pat is crucified with Chtift, that is born again of the 
Ppirit, that has overcome the World. Temperatice 


hriſtian Temperance or Juſtice, till it proceeds from 
Spirit. Could we do and ſuffer all that 
himſelf did or ſuffer'd, yer if it was not alt 
s Temper, in the Spirit of Caz1sT,. 


* 1 


HRIST 


XXIV. A Chriftian is ſober, charitable and juft, 2 5 
pn the ſame Principles and with the ſame Spirit that he 


1 


* 


Gov, and as ſo many Inſtances of a Heart truly 


Wevoted to Gob. 


— 


— 


Tegular Life, but ſo as become one who is born of the 


Y N a es er ene 
Floh Spirit, that is one with CHR EST, who dwelletb | 


Gop, and Gop in him... 


* , , 


He is charitable, not only 


0 < 2 * 


Ind Spirit of the Geſpel. 


1 

1 
4 

3; 1 


e is charitable, not only fo far as ſuits with his. 
Patural Temper, and with good Eſteem among Men; 
at in ſuch a Meaſure, as is ſuitable to the: Doctrines 


For indeed, neither Charity, nor Temperance, nor 
Faäſtice, nor any other Virtues (as they are called) are 


Farts of Chriſtian Holineſs, till they ſpring from Ho- 


Sr Juſtice without this Turn of Heart, may be the 
remperance of a Jew or a Heathen: But it is not 


eceives the Holy Communion; as Acts of Obedience 


4 Chriſtian is (ver, not only ſo far as ſuits With 8 


neſs of Heart, from the Mind that was in CyrIST, * 
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This is what cannot be too much conſider d by thoſe 
"Fhoſe Religion has made no Change in their Hearts; 
Frho fancy themſelves Chriſtians, only becauſe of the 


V's 
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perienced a Renewal in the Spirit of their Minds, after 


out 


Regularity of their Lives, altho” they: have never ex- 


Ihe Image of Him that created them; who pray with- 
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1 3 3 _ Chriſtians without the Spirit of Chriſtianity. | * 
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vue Devotion, give Alms without Charity, and 2 


XXV. Secondly, This Doctrine may ſerve to in- BM 
ſtruct thoſe who are convinced they have been diene © 
Strangers to Religion. 

Some People who are aſhamed of their paſt Lives, | I 
and begin to look. toward Religion, think they have 
done enough, when they have reform'd the outward 
Courſe of their Lives ; when they have left off cher [ 
groſs Vices and Follies,” or are grown careful of ſome | 
Particular Duties or Virtues. I 

Thus a Man who has been a Drunkard many Years, © * 

_ thinks he has made a ſufficient Change by becoming 41 
temperate: Another imagines, he is in a very good 
and ſafe State, becauſe he does not neglect the Publick 3 
Worſhip, as he uſed to do: A Lady fancies ſhe lives 
enough to Gop, becauſe ſhe has left off Plays, n 
Ives more at home than formerly. - 

But ſuch People ſhould conſider, that Chriſtianity I 
does not conſiſt in the Fewneſs of our Vices; no, nor 
in any one particular Virtue, nor yet in the Outward 
Amendment of our Lives: But in ſuch a thorough | 
- Change of Heart, as makes the Love of Gop the 
Spring and Meaſure and Rule of all our Tempers and '» 
Actions. * 

XXVI. It is a miſerable Error, to think we are 8 


__ Chriſtians becauſe we are leſs vain, or covetous, more 


ſober and decent in our Behaviour than we uſed to be. e 
Yet this is the Caſe with many, who think they are 
well, becauſe they are not ſo bad as they were, becauſe 
they. are reformed from outward Wickedneſs; not con- 
_ fidering how thorough a Change, how entire a Re- 
formation of Heart as well as Life Chriſtianity” implies, $-2 
But let ſuch People remember, that they who thus 
meaſure themſelves by tbemſelues are not wiſe. Let 1 W 
them remember that they are not Diſciples of Cys 15T, 3 
till they have, like him, offered their whole Soul and | 
Body, as a reaſonable, living Sacrifice to Gop; that 
they are not Members of Cn x 15T's Myſtical Body, till 
oy are united unto him by a new v Spirit 3 3 that they | 


s 


JJ 8 ö 
ve not enter'd into the Kingdom of Gon, till 3 + 
Mare enter'd into an infant Simplicity of Heart, ti 


ey are fo born of God as zof to commit Sin, ſo full 
an heavenly Spirit as to have overcome the World. 
Let them remember, He that is in CHRIS 75.4 new 
Feature, and that nothing ſhort of this will avail be- 
re Gov, nothing leſs than the entire Renewal of 
e Soul in Righteouſneſs and all true Holineſs. Let 
"Mem remember, that there is no Religion that will 
and us in any Stead, but that which is the Converſion 
I che Heart to Gop, when all our Tempers are holy. 
Feavenly, divine, ſpringing from a Soul that is bore 
ais of the Spirit, that is full of divine Love, and 
nds with one full Bent to a Perfection and Happinets 
che Enjoyment of God. = 
ves XXVII. Let us therefore look carefully to ourſelves, 
d Id conſider what manner of Spirit we are of: Let us 
pt think our Condition ſafe, ſe we are of this 
that Church or Perſuaſion, or becauſe we are ſtric̃t 
. Dbſervers of the outward Offices of Religion. For we 
. IWÞn't but ſee, theſe are Marks that belong to more than 


he MW even caft out Devils, and work Miracles in his Name. 
1d Much leſs thoſe who with corrupt Minds and worldly 

Nearts, are only baptized in his Name. © 

f Religion has raiſed us into a new World, if it has 

rd us with zew Ezds of Life, if it has taken Poſſeſ- 

. Hon of our Hearts, alter'd the whole Turn of our 


long to CHRIS r. All are not his, that prophecy, | 


Minds, and changed the whole Stream of our Aſſecti- 


Ins; if it has given us eau Joeys and Grieß, new Hopes 
1 Fears; if all Things in us are become new; if be 
ee of Gop is ſbed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy 

ost given unto us, and this Spirit beareth Witneſs with 
Spirit that we are the Children of God: Then are 
e Chriſtians, not in Name only, but in Truth; then 
ee do believe in the Holy JIxsus, and we ſhall rejoice 
the Day of CunisT, that awe have not rim in vain, 
iber labour d in vais. tl 
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